What was the worst mistake in your career?
Joining the civil service. It's a great institution, but I wasn't cut out to be "part of the machine."
What was your best career move?
Becoming a doctor. I miss not seeing patients in my current role, but improving patient care is the motivation behind all of my work. To whom would you most like to apologise?
Bevan or
To my late father: he loved to eat fat, and I nagged him remorselessly as he tucked in. Now I learn that it wasn't doing him any harm.
If you were given £1m what would you spend it on?
Homes for my children and school fees for my grandchildren.
Where are or were you happiest?
Losing myself in play, first with my children and now with my grandchildren.
What single unheralded change has made the most difference in your field in your lifetime?
Randomised trials were hardly ever conducted when I was a medical student, but they've become the main source of clinical evidence during my lifetime. However, I'm still waiting for people to adopt the Bayesian way of interpreting results. 
Do you support doctor assisted suicide?

What is your guiltiest pleasure?
Drinking with my friends until late.
What television programmes do you like?
Excellent documentaries, such as Brian Cox's on physics. But mostly we watch films such as Doubt, starring Meryl Streep and Philip Seymour Hoffman, and drama series such as The Night Manager, starring Tom Hiddleston and Hugh Laurie.
What is your most treasured possession?
My house, where I live with my wife and where our three children grew up.
What, if anything, are you doing to reduce your carbon footprint?
Oh dear.
What personal ambition do you still have?
To bring Bayesian philosophy into the mainstream in medical and health service delivery evaluation. It's about time.
Summarise your personality in three words
Logical, sentimental, resilient.
Where does alcohol fit into your life?
I just don't understand how people can enjoy a meal without wine.
What is your pet hate?
Non sequiturs at dinner parties.
What would be on the menu for your last supper?
Ah . . . oysters, grouse, soufflé; Chablis, Château Palmer, Bollinger.
Do you have any regrets about becoming a doctor/academic?
To be a doctor is a wonderful thing. It's not just another job-it's a way of living.
If you weren't in your present position what would you be doing instead?
Tropical medicine.
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